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The Assembly At a Glance 


Continued from Last Week 


Federal Council membership retained by 274-108 vote. . . . Unani- 


oa PROPERTY amendments overwhelmingly defeated. . 


mous approval given to program of Presbyterian US-USA acquain- 
tance and cooperation in next five years before vote is put on union. 
. . . Full scale support of Program of Progress is anticipated. . . . Negro 
work and radio committees given vigorous boost. Return on financial 
investment in radio program called ‘‘unsurpassed.’’ . . . Special $50,000 
offering set for Negro work. . . . Assembly refuses to decrease its size. 
. . Declines Minister and His Work recommendation to make question- 
naire official; instead, offers it as standard of.excellence. . . . Best year’s 
report on Woman’s Work is recognized; $2,538,622 contributed. . 
Largest number of new members added to churches: 69,711. Week of 
evangelism asked for Montreat schodule. . . . Ad interim committee to 
study possibility of increased benefits for retired ministers. . . . Benevo- 
lence goal of $4,000,000 set for 1949-50. . . . Montreat to seek $780,000 


in two years. 























Letters to the Editor 





Dr. McCain Asks Full Support of Action 





Thanksgiving and a Hope 
To the Editors: 


As one deeply interested in the Pres- 
byterian Program of Progress, may I ex- 
press thanksgiving and a hope? 

I am thankful for what happened, or 
rather was directed of God, at the recent 
meeting of the General Assembly in At- 
lanta. There has probably never been a 
more thrilling moment in the history of 
our church than on Tuesday morning, 
June 1, when a unanimous vote was given 
on the subject of reunion with the 
Presbyterian Church, USA. This vote 
was for the committee to postpone for 
five years any pressing of the proposed 
plan and to explore for that period ways of 
acquaintance and co-operation between 
our denominations. 

My hope is that all our people, includ- 
ing of course the Committee on Co-opera- 
tion and Union, will exercise the utmost 
good faith both in fact and in appearance 
in all that may be said and done. After 
ten years of debate and division, it is not 
easy to dismiss elements of doubt about 
the motives and even the methods of one 
another. May we not be frankly helpful, 
each with each, in trying to have unity 
of purpose—all for the glory of God? 

The announcement to the General As- 
sembly by Dr. L. Nelson Bell that the 
“Continuing Church” meetings will not be 
held during the five-year period is an ex- 
pression of the mutual confidence which 
our people desire and appreciate. 

If we may concentrate on showing that 
Christ Is the Only Answer, I believe that 
the breaches may be quickly healed, 


J. R. McCAIN. 
Decatur, Ga. 


Kind Friends 
To the Editors: 

The lady in the church to whom I have 
been passing on my copies of THE PRES- 
BYTERIAN OUTLOOK has now asked me 
to send in her subscription for one year. 
. . Now I can begin passing on my 
copies to another. . 

Thank you for . your wonderful 
service to many people in producing a 
church paper so constructive and help- 
ful. . 

HAROLD G. WISE. 
Haskell, Téxas. 





ERHAPS you discovered THE 
PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK 
through a copy given you by 

a friend. Copies passed along in this 
neighborly fashion have introduced 
the paper to many, many people. 
Among your acquaintances there 
may be some who do not yet know 
THE OUTLOOK as you do. We shall 
gladly send a copy of a recent issue 
to as many as ten of your friends, 
with no obligation either to you or to 
them. Simply mail your list of 
friends to 
THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK 
408 East Franklin Street 
Richmond 19, Va. 











Georgia Issue 


To the Editors: 


Congratulations a thousand times on 
your fine work in offering to the church 
your Georgia-Atlanta issue. It is a splen- 
did contribution to the Assembly as a 
whole. . 

It is my earnest hope that you will 
make this unusual task, self-assured and 
self-inflicted, a permanent annual feature. 


PRESTON STEVENSON. 
New Orleans, La. 


To the Editors: 


- . - I congratulate you on the fine As- 
sembly edition of THE PRESBYTERIAN 
OUTLOOK. I think it helped a lot to 
make the meeting and the coming to At- 
lanta worthwhile. . 

J. R. McCAIN. 
Decatur, Ga, 


To the Editors: 


I genuinely appreciate the splendid 
piece of work you did in preparing a spe- 
cial issue for the General Assembly and 
the fine way in which you reported items 
of major consideration in the current is- 
sue of THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK. 


PATRICK H. CARMICHAEL, 
Dean of the Faculty. 
Assembly’s Training School, 
Richmond, Va. 





The Future of Israel 
By REINHOLD NIEBUHR 





the new state of Israel will be able 

to establish itself the hard way, 
by an armed defense of its existence 
against Arab attacks. 


Careful observers are moderately op- 
timistic about Israel’s future because 
they assume it to be impossible for the 
various Arab states to overcome their 
jealous disunity and present a united 
front. Furthermore, if the arms em- 
bargo should be lifted, the Jews will be 
able to afford mechanized equipment 
and the Arabs will lack the wherewithal 
to buy it. 

Whether the new Jewish State can 
establish a viable economy in a hostile 
world is another question, which cannot 
be answered so optimistically. 


Whether these conclusions are justi- 
fied or not, it is interesting to trace the 
emergence of a new historical force out. 
of the welter of cross-purposes which 
have characterized the Palestinian prob- 
lem. Every nation involved in the is- 
sue had different motives and objectives 
and no nation agreed with another. 


x NOW SEEMS PROBABLE that 


Some nations, particularly our own, 
did not agree with themselves. Britain 
was primarily concerned to preserve her 
life-line through the Middle East. Rus- 
sia wanted to sow as much discord as 
possible in that area, and above all, to 
embarrass the retreating British Em- 
pire. America was consistently incon- 
sistent because she was worried on the 
one hand that we might lose Arabian oil 
and was concerned on the other hand to 
satisfy the Jewish community, the most 
powerful sector of which is in our own 
nation. 


The Arabs were, of course, intent 
upon preventing this new political force 
from challenging their sovereignty, and 
also their pastoral-feudal social organi- 
zation. A dynamic, technical and demo- 
cratic civilization in the heart of this 
pastoral-feudal economy was bound to 


represent a very serious threat to the 
Arab “‘way of life.” 

In this confusion of conflicting de- 
sires, the United Nations became impo- 
tent, particularly after the reversal of 
our position on partition destroyed the 
momentary concurrence between Rus- 
sian and American policy. The failure 
of the United Nations to achieve a com- 
mon purpose, and the difficulty of Arab 
states to preserve unity gave the little 
new state of Israel a chance to estab- 
lish itself. 

Age old hopes and ambitions, invigo- 
rated by the tragic experience of world 
Jewry at the hands of modern Nazism, 
armed this little community with a fa- 
natic zeal. The larger Jewish commun- 
ity, scattered throughout the world, had 
a sense of purpose almost as zealous. 
Furthermore, a considerable portion of 
the Christian community, driven by an 
uneasy conscience over its complicity in 
the plight of the modern Jew, also con- 
tributed moral support. 

One cannot speak of this victory as 
a morally unambiguous one. No politi- 
cal victory can be so described. Chris- 
tian supporters of Zionism are subject 
to the charge that they pushed the un- 
solved problem of the western world 
into the Middle East. Zionist Jews 
were involved in the dangerous proce- 
dure of uncritically compounding ulti- 
mate religious with immediate political 
objectives. The sublime religious in- 
sights of the Hebraic prophets were ob- 
scured in this procedure. 

The great nations all played a pretty 
sorry game of politics. Yet, on the 
whole, the result is better than the 
moral ambiguities which made the re- 
sult possible. Whatever scruples one 
may have about the methods which 
achieved the result and whatever fears 
one may have about the lasting char- 
acter of the achievement, it is right that 
a homeless people should have a home- 
land.—(Copyright, 1948, by RNS.) 


THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK re-entered as second-class matter, June 15, 1910, at the postoffice at Richmond, Va., under 
the act of March 3, 1879. Published weekly on Monday by Presbyterian of the South, Inc., 403 East Franklin Street, 


Richmond 19, Virginia. Telephone 2-9492. 
Copyright, 


10c a copy, $4.00 a year. 


Foreign postage $1 extra. 
LOOK. 
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Unanimous Action on Union Marks General Assembly 


Definite Program of Acquaintance 
and Cooperation Urged for 
Next Five Years 


(Continued from last week) 


Though significant actions of the Gen- 
eral Assembly through Saturday were 
reported in summary last week, that re- 
port is taken up more fully in this issue. 


Saturday Morning 


This morning’s docket brought some 
of the highlights of the General Assem- 
bly. It was thought by many that sel- 
dom had more stirring presentations of 
the church’s work been made in the 
same length of time. This came first 
through what the Moderator called ‘‘a 
great and moving address’ by J. Mc- 
Dowell Richards on the church’s respon- 
sibility for its Negro work. Seldom, 
said Dr. Richards, have the conse- 
quences of sin been more clearly mani- 
fest than in the institution of slavery; 
but in the same connection ‘‘we also see 
how God can use even the wrath of men 
to praise him.” Henry W. Grady was 
quoted as saying, ‘‘May God forget my 
people when they forget these (the 
Negroes).’”’ Dr. Richards said the Pres- 
byterian Church at its best has not for- 
gotten them, as he traced contributions 
which were made in the past. 


It was indicated that the budgetary 
arrangements called for through regular 
channels and through the Program of 
Progress would not care for the respon- 
sibilities which the Assembly has as- 
sumed for Negro work. Something 
more far reaching, Dr. Richards insisted, 
must be done. Said he: “I plead not 
for the Committee on Negro Work. We 
are your servants; you may do with us 
as you please. But I do plead for the 
members of Snedecor Memorial Synod; 
I plead for the faithful ministers and 
pastors of that synod; I plead for our 
devoted workers at Stillman Institute; 
for our students there in preparation. 
Has there ever been a greater time for 
advance in Christian work among Negro 
people?-. , .” 

This is a time, he said, when there is 
political agitation; the race issue is used 
as a political football. Unwise or im- 
practical solutions are being brought 
forward by leaders of both races, But, 
he asked, is there any lack of agreement 
among us that the great need of the 





ASSEMBLY REPORT 


This issue is given over almost en- 
tirely to reports from the 88th Gen- 
eral Assembly which began in last 
week’s issue. Because of limitations 
of space only the news account will 
appear this week. Next week an edi- 
torial interpretation of various ac- 
tions of the Assembly will appear.— 
EDITORS. 











Negro people, as of the white, is the 
need of Jesus Christ. And can there be 
any lack of agreement among us that 
the Presbyterian Church, US, has a task 
to do for the Negro people, as well as 
for the white. Is there any real hope 
for the solution of our problems save in 
the increasing development of Christian 
leadership in both races that together 
we may walk hand in hand in the serv- 
ice of Christ, in understanding and in 
cooperation one with another. The 
ground is level at the foot of the Cross.”’ 

The Assembly was deeply moved by 
Dr. Richards’ address and ordered it to 
be printed and distributed to the church 
at large. 

In the special order on Evangelism, 
with Donald W. Richardson presiding, 
the Assembly heard from the director, 
H. H. Thompson who indicated that 
more than 1,000 churches during the 
past year reported not a single addition 
on profession of faith, How can we 
justify that fact, he asked, as he replied, 
“It cannot be justified.” 

Men from various types of churches 
gave their experiences in visitation 
evangelism: W. A. L. Sibley, Union, S. 
C.; Thos. H. Talbot, Longview, Texas; 
Wm. H. McCorkle, St. Louis. Dr. 
Richardson, in conclusion, urged that 
the spiritual aims of the Program of 
Progress be kept uppermost. 


Program of Progress 


In the Program of Progress period, 
the Assembly heard from President J. 
R. McCain of Agnes Scott who presided 
and introduced a number of speakers. 
S. Hugh Bradley, Dr. McCain’s pastor in 
Decatur, Ga., told of the success of the 
program in that church of 1,700 mem- 
bers, ‘‘Many of us are afraid of the 
financial goals,” he said, ‘‘but they are 
the least of the goals.” Harry H. 
Bryan, Bessemer, Ala., showed how a 


Moderators to Issue Statement 
Affirming Church’s Position 
On Federal Council 


church’s anniversary celebration can be 
harnessed to the Program of Progress 
for increased benefits to both. James R. 
Cox of West Nashville, Tenn., said the 
church is just beginning what will be 
a great movement, Three laymen then 
spoke: S. L. McCulloch of Durant, 
Pickens and Goodman, Miss., told a re- 
markable story of the response of the 
three churches which he, as a layman, 
is serving as temporary supply, with al- 
most every member in these churches 
contributing to the program. Ed Edens, 
Okolona, Miss., whose church was the 
first in the entire Assembly to meet the 
financial objectives for the full five- 
year period, told his experiences, and 
Clarence S. Johnson, St. Louis, said the 
program will stir laymen right down 
where they live, Through the Program 
of Progress for the first time, he said, 
we have presented the whole program 
of the church. If the spiritual goals are 
met, he insisted, the rest will come 
easily. At the close of the morning, a 
new automobile was, presented Col. Roy 
LeCraw who has served as leader of the 
Program of Progress for the past year 
without salary. 

Ad interim committee reports were 
adopted unanimously by the Assembly. 
One on the study of the Assembly’s 
agencies was presented by W. E. Price, 
Charlotte, N. C., asking for the transfer 
of the Country Church Department to 
the Home Missions Committee, and re- 
questing another year in which to com- 
plete the full report. 


Montreat Report 


The report on Montreat was presented 
by R. A. Lapsley, Jr., of Roanoke, Va. 
Adoption of this report, not concluded 
until afternoon, brought approval of all 
recommendations of the committee: a 
statement that the Assembly is con- 
vinced that under the present charter, 
“our church (has) permanent possession 
and satisfactory control’; office of the 
trustee is to be magnified; expenses of 
these trustees are asked to be paid; all 
trustees are to be limited to not more 
than six-years consecutive service; prop- 
erty owners are urged not to sell their 
property without first offering it to the 
Association. 
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Regarding Montreat College, the As- 
sembly agreed with its committee that 
“under the present charter the relations 
are not satisfactory or adequate. Under 
it the church does not possess that 
ownership and cannot exercise that con- 
trol essential to a church-related col- 
lege.” The primary need, said the com- 
mittee and the Assembly, is a return to 
the former charter, election of trustees 
of the college by the directors of the 
Mountain Retreat Association who are 
responsible to the Assembly. 


Protested Changed Control 


In his statement to the Assembly, 
President J. Rupert McGregor of Mon- 
treat said he had protested ‘“‘all this plan 
and purpose to remove the college from 
the control of the Association, but it 
was done over my protest.... The 
trustees were guilty of a breach of 
trust; they have been told so by the 
ablest lawyers in the state. . . . There is 
no place in Montreat for a separated, in- 
dependent institution. It must be 
owned and operated for the Presby- 
terian church.” The trustees of the 
Mountain Retreat Association will, if 
necessary, elect three trustees (which 
they declined to do last summer) in 
order to effect the return of the college 
to the control of the church, Dr. Mc- 
Gregor said. 

Fraternal greetings were brought the 
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Assembly from the United Presbyterian 
Church by C. E. Hawthorne of the Wal- 
lace Memorial church, Washington, D. 
C. Dr. Hawthorne paid high tribute to 
Southern Presbyterians. The Moderator 
expressed appreciation of this greeting 
and asked Dr. Hawthorne “‘to carry back 
to your people the assurance of our 
brotherhood in Christ and our warm- 
hearted feeling toward them.” It was 
indicated that greetings were being 
carried to the U. P. church by Fred V. 
Poag, pastor of the Second church, Alex- 
andria, Va. 


W. Roy Breg, head of Allied Youth, 
addressed the Assembly on the work of 
his organization among high school 
young people. Later the Assembly, in 
adopting the report of the Christian Re- 
lations Committee commended this 
organization to the church and re- 
quested the permanent Committee on 
Christian Relations ‘‘to secure and dis- 
seminate (Allied Youth) literature 
among our churches, and to assist as it 
may be able in the establishment of 
Allied Youth Posts in our high schools.” 


Saturday Evening 


The evening meeting focused atten- 
tion on home missions. Executive Secre- 
tary Claude H. Pritchard brought an ad- 
dress on the continuing objectives of 
this phase of the church’s program and 





Ap pointments 


The following appointments to boards 
and committees were made by the Gen- 
eral Assembly: 


Christian Relations Committee— 
Frank H. Caldwell; J. McDowell 
Richards, R. A, Farnsworth, J. Farra 
Van Meter, M. D., 1951. 


War Relief—Harry H. Bryan, J. G. 
Patton, Jr., J. K. Roberts, G. L. Tucker. 


Woman’s Work—Mrs. C. S. Harring- 
ton, Mrs. A. Walton Litz. 


Stewardship—Mrs. A. Walton Litz, 
Thos. P. Johnston, W. A, L. Sibley, J. H. 
Neal, C. J. Matthews. 


Assembly's Training School Trustees 
—D. T. Caldwell, W. R. Hill, R. M. 
Jeffress, Thos, P. Johnston, J. A. Jones, 
Geo. Mauze, R. A. McPheeters, 1951; M. 
Ray Doubles, 1950. 


Historical Foundation—H. B. Dendy, 
K. H. Patrick, Thos. Campbell, 1951. 


Radio—R. A. Lapsley, Jr., chairman, 
T. E. Veitch, W. B. Oglesby, Jr., J. B. 
Fraser, 1951; C. G. McClure, A. V. Gib- 
son, W. H. McCorkle, Allen Clapp, 1950; 
E. L. Repass, J. A. Wilson, L. R. Klein, 
N. K. Reiney, 1949. 


Evangelism— Frank C. 
Donald W. Richardson, 1949. 


Trustees of the General Assembly— 
T. S. McPheeters, Ivey W. Stewart, 
Walter L. Bellingrath, J. P. McCallie, 
J. R. Hampton, A. C. Holt, C. A. Row- 
land, Wm. H. Barnhart, 1951. 


Christian Education and Ministerial 
Relief—Chas. B. Castner, W. C. Shaaber, 


Brown, 


and Elections 


Pat E. Hooks, W. H. Pitts, Mrs. BE. F. 
Horine, 1951; John O. Carter, Jr., 1950: 
Chas. J. Currie, Murray P. Nicol, 1949. 


Home Missions—Warner L,. Hall, F. 
C. Brown, J. W. Melton, Mrs. W. Frank 
Smith, John A. Sibley, 1951. 


Foreign Missions—R. B. Clinton, Wm. 
M. Elliott, Jr., H. E. Russell, Mrs. W. A. 
Turner, T, K. Young, L. Nelson Bell, 
1951; Frank Alfred Mathes, 1949. 


Mission Court—Mrs. C. M. Norfleet, 
Leon W. Bishop, Mrs. J. H. Grant. 


Negro Work—H. L. Gladney, J. McD. 
Richards, M. Ray Doubles, 1951. 


Stillman College Trustees—L. W. 
Bottoms, S. F. Bryant, J. E. Bryson, C. 
E. Cunningham, W. J. Gipson, 1949; M. 
Ray Doubles, R. E. Fulton, F. B. Gear, 
A. D. McKinsey, J. W. McLeod, 1950; 
T. R. Nunan, E. V. Ramage, L. I. Stell, 
G. L. Tucker, F. H, M. Williams, 1951. 


Mountain Retreat Assn.—A. A. Mc- 
Lean, Homer McMillan, T. H. Spence, A. 
R. Batchelor, R. Matthew Lynn, M. A. 
Boggs, J. R. McGregor, Wm. Crowe, Sr., 
J. McD. Richards; W. P. Sprunt, Geo. 
H. Wright, K. S. Keyes, W. H. Belk, F. 
L. Jackson, Sidney Bruce, W. Calvin 
Wells, H. E. King, 1951. 


Religious Education—D. T. Caldwell, 
E. D. Witherspoon, Mrs. S. N. Harrell, 
R. A. Lapsley, Jr., A. R. Bird, Sr., Geo. 
D. Bowles, Mrs. J. W. McQueen, Frank 
M. Taylor, 1951. 


Calvinistic Congress, Amsterdam, July 
27-29—-J. McD. Richards, P. D. Miller, 
A. J. Kissling, Jas. I. McCord, Wm. A. 
Alexander, J. N. Thomas, W. C. Robin- 
son, 
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the present imperative calls to Southern 
Presbyterians in terms of “The Home- 
land, the Gospel and ‘You.” George C. 
Bowman, McConnellsville, W. Va., pas- 
tor, told of his experiences in establish- 
ing a prosperous and growing, work in a 
mining community. E. B. McGukin, 
Knoxville, Tenn., chairman of the stand- 
ing committee presded. 


Sunday 


While commissioners to the Assembly 
preached in many Atlanta and nearby 
churches, the Assembly’s service was 
held in the First church, with William 
V. Gardner, the pastor, presiding, as- 
sisted by S. H. Hay, Morristown, Tenn., 
and the Moderator. The sermon, on 
“Great Expectations,” was preached by 
William M, Elliott, Dallas, Texas. 

Sunday afternoon’s emphasis was on 
the Program of Progress, with a stirring 
address by the director, Col. Roy Le- 
Craw. That evening President R. T. L. 
Liston of King College spoke on “The 
Place of the Christian College in Our 
Educational System.” 


Monday 


Early on Monday, as the Assembly 
began its work, the stated clerk, Dr. 
Scott, read the list of 39 ministers who 
died during the past year. The me- 
morial prayer was led by J. W. Hickman, 
Ft. Smith, Ark. 

Morning worship, at special times 
each morning, was led by previously 
designated ministers, The orders were 
arranged this year by Professor J. I. 
McCord of Austin Seminary. Leaders of 
the services were: David L. Stitt, 
Austin; John s, Land, New Orleans; 
H. Leland Murphy, Abilene, Texas; and 
Albert J. Kissling, Jacksonville, Fla. 

The usual discussion on the limitation 
of debate arose early on this day. 
An effort to limit individual speakers to 
five minutes was defeated, whereupon a 
10-minute limit was imposed by a vote 
of 274-70. 


Bills and Overtures 


In the report of the committee on 
Bills and Overtures, presented by: re- 
tiring Moderator J. R. Cunningham, the 
Assembly adopted the entire report as 
offered. It declined to make ruling el- 
ders on presbytery committees members 
of the presbytery whether elected by 
their churches or not; it declined to 
make a new answer on the question of 
the relation of a session and board of 
deacons, but it did call attention to the 
importance of quarterly joint meetings; 
it disapproved a request for a commit- 
tee to study the place of the deacon 
in administering the Lord’s Supper as 
it pointed out that under the present 
provisions deacons can be so used; it 
declined to ask unofficial church papers 
to delete the name Presbyterian; it ap- 
proved a recommendation of the perma- 
nent judicial committee on church in- 
corporation and the duties of trustees. 
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CHURCH PROPERTY DEBATE 


Chief interest in this report centered 
in the reception of overtures from two 
Mississippi presbyteries on church prop- 
erty. The committee called for the As- 
sembly to answer these in the negative, 
thereby leaving in effect the present 
presbyterial form of control of church 
property. One overture requested an 
ad interim committee to make a study 
of the question. President Gillespie of 
Belhaven College offered as a substitute 
a motion to have the moderator appoint 
an ad interim committee to make a 
study of the matter, as the permanent 
judicial committee had recommended. 
Said he, “If we commit this Assembly to 
a principle that a congregation holds its 
property through an ecclesiastical pro- 
vision rather than by virtue of a civil 
right, then we have permanently gone 
on record. . . . This is a matter of vital 
importance. There is a great deal of 
confusion in the minds of many of us. 
It will continue to plague us until we 
clarify it. The Book of Church Order 
makes no provision for the disposition 
of church property. . . The right of 
ownership by a congregation of its 
property has never been disputed suc- 
cessfully. . . . There has arisen in our 
church in recent years a view. . . that 
in certain emergencies a church does 
not own its property but holds it in 
trust for the denomination.” The re- 
view and control of higher courts, he 
insisted, relates only to administrative 
and spiritual matters. 


Frank Barker, Kansas City attorney, 
held for the present provisions and op- 
posed the committee study. “When we 
say Presbyterian we mean Presbyte- 
rian,” he said. “I’m opposed to fur- 
ther committees. Let’s stop this con- 
troversy. Let’s leave it where every- 
body says it must be—at the hands and 
decision of the civil courts and when 
we get that we’ll get somewhere and 
not before.” Randolph Lee of Patrick, 
S. C., rose to say, “If this Assembly 
will say right now that this question of 
church property does not come under 
the control of this ecclesiastical body 
but rather under the civil courts of our 
land we will not have one more word 
of discussion or argument about it.” He 
said ‘“‘efforts have been made in recent 
years to legislate our property out of 
the control of the individual congrega- 
tion and into the control of the denomi- 
nation. .. . If the property is not the 
church’s, then why have the provision 
in the Book of Church Order for a de- 
funct church?” 


L. A. Beckman, Jr., -of Ellisville, 
Miss., spoke for the ad interim study. 

Dr. Gillespie’s substitute motion lost, 
109-177. Then the standing commit- 
tee’s recommendation was adopted by 
a majority too large to require counting. 

Ar overture proposed by Louisville 
Presbytery seeking an ad interim study 
of matters which may be referred to the 
presbytery and those which should be 
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HE ASSEMBLY’S new modera- 
tor, C. Darby Fulton, im- 
pressed the members of the 
88th General Assembly as a highly 
capable presiding officer. To those 
who had known Dr. Fulton before, 
this was no surprise. His native 
gifts and his long and fruitful ex- 
perience have qualified him for ef- 
fective leadership in this high posi- 
tion in the church. E 
Born of missionary parents in 
Kobe, Japan, September 5, 1892, he 
has lived his entire life in the midst 
of the foreign mission enterprise. His 
father was Samuel Peter Fulton and 
his mother, Rachel Peck. 
Dr. Fulton’s educational record 
reads as follows: B. A., Presbyte- 
rian College of South Carolina, 1911; 
M. A., University of S. C., 1914; 
B. D., Columbia Seminary, 1915; S. 
T. B. Princeton Seminary, 1916. In 
1924 Presbyterian College conferred 
upon him the D. D. degree. 
Following his Princeton year, Dr. 
Fulton became pastor of two Pres- 
byterian, USA, churches at Bunker 
Hill and Glassboro, N. J. In 1917 he 
went as a foreign missionary to Ja- 
pan where he continued to serve un- 
til 1925. In that year he became 
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Cc. DARBY FULTON 
Sixteen years executive secretary. 


field secretary of the Executive Com- 
mittee of Foreign Missions in Nash- 
ville, serving in that position until 
1932 when he was elected by the 
Assembly to the position of execu- 
tive secretary of that committee, 
which position he continues to oc- 
cupy. 








settled by the Assembly was answered 
in the negative on the ground that the 
*“‘Book of Church Order is already suf- 
ficiently clear.” 


Vernon S. Broyles of the permanent 
committee on War Relief, whose name 
was changed by the Assembly to Over- 
seas Relief, introduced Leslie Bates 
Moss of Church World Service. Dr. 
Moss made a telling address on the 
present need of help for devastated 
areas of the world. ‘What you do 
through Church World Service,” he 
said, ‘“‘can do more than billions of dol- 
lars can do through government pro- 
grams, as important as they are.” This 
is true, he pointed out, because in CWS 
*‘you have a person working with a per- 
son, you have a service rendered in 
Christ’s name.” Christians, he said, 
must face: (1) The responsibility of 
meeting deeper needs than bread and 
clothing; (2) a long-range program; 
(3) a united effort with other Chris- 
tians. 


Monday Afternoon 


At the opening of the afternoon ses- 
sion, the commissioners knew they were 
facing what might possibly be the most 
tense period of the Assembly. The 
Moderator’s opening prayer called for 
“brotherly love and affection that is 
stronger than anything that would pull 
us apart.” 

The report of the Judicial Business 
committee.was upheld by the Assembly, 


stating that the last Assembly had ex- 
pressed itself adequately on the ques- 
tion of the litigation which had involved 
the Richardson estate. It was the opin- 
ion of the Assembly that no statement 
had been allowed to stand which cast 
reflection on anyone. 


Federal Council Debate 


The report on Inter-Church Rela- 
tions was presented by Frank C. Brown 
representing 17 members of the 22-man 
committee. A minority report was pre- 
sented by H. B. Dendy. Dr. Brown, in 
the majority report, said: 

“We recognize the broad services of 
the Federal Council as set forth in its 
official report representing a common 
front of American Protestantism in ten 
vital areas of Christian service. . . 
We commend our representatives on the 
executive Committee for their success 
in gaining clarification of the council’s 
policy with respect to legislative hear- 
ings in harmony with the point of view 
of our church, and the recognition of 
rights of representatives of any denomi- 
nation to record at a hearing their dis- 
sent from a position taken by the coun- 
cil or its executive committee. . 

We report that the presbyteries have 
responded with one exception [all 87 
had recorded their vote with THE 
PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK—Eds.] to 
the Assembly’s request to express their 
judgment concerning the relation of our 
church to the Federal Council, voting 
as follows: 61 .. .to 24. . with 1 
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NOW—FOR ACQUAINTANCE AND COOPERATION 


Upon learning of the unanimous action of the US Assembly, calling 
for a vote on reunion only after five years of acquaintance and coopera- 
tion, the USA Assembly sent the following telegram to Atlanta: 


WESTERN UNION 
THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 


The General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church ir the USA has 
received with deep regret the report that vour General Assembly has 
deferred action on the plan of reunion of our two churches. 
ready to proceed to completion of ‘the plan and meanwhile to join 
earnestly with you in cultivating closer acquaintance and promoting 
fuller cooperation looking prayerfully to the day when we may be one. 


JAMES HAYES BAIRD, Moderator; 
WM. BARROW PUGH, Stated Clerk. 


SEATTLE, WASH. 


We stand 








tie. . . . Im the light of this great 
preponderance of opinion, and in view 
of the essential services of the Federal 
Council to cooperative Christianity,” 
the committee recommended negative 
answers to overtures seeking with- 
drawal from the council. It also asked 
that former Moderators at the Assem- 
bly (Cunningham, King, Brown, Sum- 
mey, Price) and the present Moderator 
should prepare a statement interpre- 
ting to the church “our reasons for re- 
maining in the council and for continu- 
ing with our sister denominations in 
common action in this critical hour.” 

The minority report asked the As- 
sembly to sever its connection with the 
Council. 

Both reports joined in asking that 
the debate on the matter be limited to 
one hour for each side. The Assembly 
adopted this provision and the Modera- 
tor indicated that he would recognize 
representatives of the two sides alter- 
nately. 

A motion from the floor to table the 
minority report, not being debatable, 
was put at once and it carried 194-162. 
This left the recommendation of the 
majority report as the main question, 
and the debate was opened by Tom 
Glasgow, Charlotte, N. C., elder. Mr. 
Glasgow recognized the vote of the pres- 
byteries but he insisted that the com- 
missioners were to vote their own con- 
victions regardless of how their pres- 
byteries had expressed themselves. 
“Vote fearlessly the convictions of an 
open mind,’ he urged. He charged the 
council with a position of pacifism; he 
declared that it was calling for the 
unionization of farm labor. He urged 
the commissioners not to “wreck the 
Southern Presbyterian Church’’; to re- 
member that more than 186,000 South- 
ern Presbyterians, as represented by 
the opposing presbyteries, had declared 
themselves in opposition. 


Grassroots Expression 


John R. Cunningham opened the de- 
bate for the proponents of the Council. 
Dr. Cunningham called attention to last 
year’s reference of the question to the 
presbyteries when, as the Council op- 
ponents had insisted, ‘people at the 


grassroots should express themselves.” 
He reviewed the response of the pres- 
byteries, showing the limits of opposi- 
tion to the Council and declaring that 
in 11 of the 17 synods there was a 
total of only three presbyteries voting 
opposition. A great majority of our 
people, he said, are for the Council; 
they are hopefully waiting for word 
this afternoon that we have approved 
this recommendation. The issue simply 
is this: “Can the Southern Presby- 
terian Church cooperate with her sister 
churches? If we cannot cooperate here, 
we could not join anywhere else.” Dr. 
Cunningham indicated that there had 
been withdrawals by only two or three 
smaller groups in the past—the Men- 
nonites, long ago, for example, who felt 
that their pacifist position was not sufti- 
ciently recognized in the Council. 

L. E. Faulkner, of Hattiesburg, Miss., 
who had circularized commissioners 
with a dozen or more mimeographed let- 
ters, next took the floor to speak of what 
he termed “objectionable acts of the 
Federal Council,” terming it ‘‘one of the 
most powerful enemies of the business 
and professional men because many of 
their objectives are contrary to the com- 
petitive enterprise system.’ He charged 
the Council and other groups as being 
identified with Communist-front organi- 
zations, as listed in ‘‘a very heavy book”’ 
which he did not name. _ Referring 
to a “government book,’ which he did 
not name, he said it contained testi- 
mony which was objectionable. He con- 
tinued to refer to “this book” as offering 
proof that different organizations are 
Communist-fronts and he said he could 
‘“‘go on here and give you absolute proof 
that the FC is one of the greatest 
enemies of the competitive enterprise 
system and, therefore, one of the 
greatest enemies of the republican form 
of government and the American way 
of life.’’ 


Christians Must Give Example 


Ernest Trice Thompson, Union Semi- 
nary professor, agreed that some of 
the criticism of the Council is justified; 
other, he said, is distorted, mistaken, 
imagined or untrue. It is inevitable 
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that there will be disagreements. Chris- 
tians should give an example that their 
differences can be dealt with in Chris- 
tian love. Some statements which have 
been issued, rather than being Marxian 
or socialistic, he said, give evidence that 
they may have been suggested by a 
careful reading of the Sermon on the 
Mount. However, all the criticisms to- 
gether affect a very small part of the 
Council’s work in comparison to its total 
work. Only three of the 20 departments 
are criticized, and only occasional efforts 
of these. The question before us is 
this: Shall we continue to cooperate 
with the great denominations of 
America in the FC, or shall we with- 
draw into a position of isolation; shall 
we seek to correct and to build up 
and to strengthen the one cooperative 
organization that Presbyterians possess; 
or shall we seek to wreck it; shall we 
join with the other great denominations 
of America to present a united front 
against the forces of secularism in our 
modern world? 


J. P. McCallie, Chattanooga, Tenn., 
next opposed the Council, saying that 
there never was a more cooperative 
church than the Southern Presbyterian. 
We want to cooperate. We have stayed 
by the FC hoping that corrections would 
be made. We are not isolationist. We 
are willing to cooperate with all Chris- 
tians who do not deny our Confession 
of Faith. He charged the Council with 
supporting a kind of economic life which 
encourages the US Government to sup- 
port England’s socialistic order. 


W. Taliaferro Thompson, professor in 
Union Seminary, who is a member of 
one department and two commissions 
of the Council, said he wished to bear 
a testimony to the organization’s work. 
Citing the fact that he had four sons 
and a son-in-law in the last war, he said 
the FC is for peace. “I am not afraid 
of what the FC will do to disarm our 
country.” Dr. Thompson was on the 
first team used in the National Preach- 
ing Mission ten years ago. He stressed 
the deep concern and the spiritual pas- 
sion of its leaders. He told of a con- 
versation with the Southern Baptist 
leader, George Truett, in that mission, 
when he asked Dr. Truett what. he 
thought of one of the preachers in the 
group with whom both felt some dis- 
agreement on items of faith. Dr. 
Truett replied, ‘‘I tell you, when any 
man will call Christ Lord and Savior, 
I’ll walk the highroad with him.” The 
first statement of the Council is this: 
It is positively evangelical, based upon 
a common acceptance of Jesus Christ 
as Divine Lord and Savior . . If we 
withdraw, we’shall choose another road 
——a road of our own—and we shall walk 
that road alone. 


W. A. L. Sibley, Union, S. C., business 
man, said the activities of the Council 
cross over lines where, ‘‘according to my 
training and understanding of the gos- 
pel, I do not agree. Leaders of the 
Council are advocating things that we 
do not agree with.” 
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Greatest Bulwark 

Frank Barker, Kansas City attorney, 
spoke vigorously, saying, “‘I don’t know 
much theology, but I do know the power 
of the Roman Catholic hierarchy. We 
have in the FC the greatest bulwark in 
America to oppose the encroachments 
of the Roman Catholic Church upon our 
civil rights. He referred to the cur- 
rent report of the Christian Relations 
Committee on this subject as “one of 
the greatest documents our church has 
ever promulgated.” There must be 
greater cooperation among Protestants. 
The critics say that during the Coun- 
cil’s existence the Catholic Church has 
grown as it never has before; there- 
fore, let’s quit the Council. Non sequi- 
tur! My friends, we should strengthen 
it rather than weaken it. 

John’ A. McMurray, Panama City, 
Fla., pastor, charged the Council with 
being too compromising in theology and 
morals and too miscellaneous in its pro- 
gram. 

Charles L. King, Houston, Texas, in 

response to the previous speaker, said, 
“I may be wrong, but according to my 
way of thinking, it’s a very serious thing 
to stand up and to charge an individua] 
or a Christian organization with having 
compromised this, that, and the other, 
and finally come down to morals, with- 
out ever offering one scintilla of evi- 
dence that any charge is correct.” Dr. 
King said he wanted the commissioners, 
especially the elders, to have the right 
conception of the Council. I think you 
have been encouraged to believe that 
the FC is a group of very wild men in 
New York, a small group that spends its 
time trying to destroy the American 
way of life. Brethren, Dr.-Tolly Thomp- 
son is the Federal Council. Dr. Richards 
is a part of the Federal Council. . 
He declared that there is less reason 
for our withdrawing from the FC today 
than there has been for 25 years. To 
withdraw and to isolate ourselves with- 
in an area bounded by the Mason and 
Dixon line on the north and the Gulf 
of Mexico on the south would mean that 
we may well become nothing more than 
the sanctifier of all reactionary interests 
and influences in the realm of race and 
of economics and of politics. I am not 
willing for my denomination to be the 
tool in the hand of reactionary forces 
who seek to preserve the status quoina 
changing world. He appealed on the 
basis of college boys and girls who see 
a larger world today. He declared, “It 
would seem that the Spirit of God is 
leading toward greater unity on the part 
of his people. . . Are you willing for 
this church to lead in the other direc- 
tion?” 


Didn’t Get the Facts 


C. G. McClure, Charlotte, N. C., in- 
sisted that the people have not really 
gotten the facts about the Council dur- 
ing the past year and he protested what 
he termed representatives of executive 
agencies going to presbyteries and con- 
ferences and “speaking their prejudiced 
minds on the subject rather than repre- 
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senting the church at large.”” Member- 
ship in the Council is compromising our 
church. The fastest growing denomi- 
nation in the US today is not in the 
Council. As for Roman Catholicism, he 
declared that ‘‘three Catholic churches 
are in the Council already.’’ He quoted 
from a worship order from a state coun- 
cil of churches and charged this against 
the Federal Council and against Dr. 
Cavert, who was a guest on that oc- 


7 


casion. ‘‘The greatest enemy to the 
Protestant faith today is the FC, trying 
with its compromising doctrine to get us 
to cooperate with everybody and not 
have anything with which to cooperate. 
The organization that is giving 
the Catholic Church the power to do the 
things it is doing, whether it means to 
or not, is a compromising FC. 
A Baltimore, Md., elder, Gerald Mons- 
man, an attorney, referred to the con- 





Assembly 


Late one evening in a business ses- 
sion of the Assembly, a commissioner 
discussed at some length an involved 
point of terminology which a stand- 
ing committee was already recom- 
mending in line with the commis- 
sioner’s desire. When he concluded, 
President Stitt of Austin Seminary 
arose to say that when the members 
of the committee which brought in 
the recommendation had considered 
the commissioner’s plea to adjust a 
heading in the Book of Church Order, 
they felt like the little boy who read 
a book on penguins. When the boy 
had finished the book he wrote a let- 
ter to the publisher saying, “I wanted 
to know about penguins; but I didn’t 
want to know that much about 
them.”’ 

* 7 oe 


In his many efforts to keep 
speakers on the question under de- 
bate, the Moderator stopped one com- 
missioner to inquire as to the rele- 
vance of his discussion. When the 
speaker explained, the Moderator re- 
plied, ‘“‘That, sir, is to my mind en- 
tirely relevant, but I wasn’t sure 
where you were going.” This, he ad- 
mitted to the Assembly, was an oft- 
recurring difficulty as he listened to 
the commissioners’ debates. 

* * ao 

In voting on the church property 
amendment, President Gillespie of 
Belhaven College stood to vote to 
assign the matter to an ad interim 
committee for study and recommen- 
dation, after leading the effort to gain 
this objective. When that was de- 
feated, people around him were 
amazed to see him stand to vote af- 
firmatively to adopt the Bills and 
Overtures recommendation to answer 
his own presbytery’s overture in the 
negative, thus maintaining the pres- 
ent status on church property. His 
neighbor, who had stood with him 
on the earlier motion of reference, 
stood to approve the committee’s 
recommendation, only to find Dr. 
Gillespie standing beside him. A 
quick reminder to Dr. G. brought him 
to his seat before his vote could be 
counted—but not before everybody 
in the front of the church had ob- 
served his temporarily misplaced 





Sidelights 


vote. He joined heartily in the good 


natured laughter, 
* - ” 


One commissioner took exception 
to a statement in one report which 
said, “We note with reverence the 
death of ten past synodical presidents 
and also the transfer to the Church 
Triumphant of two great pioneer 
leaders. ...” He insisted that the 
former statement should be made to 
conform to the latter. 

* . * 


Dunbar H. Ogden of New Orleans, 
who was named the fraternal dele- 
gate to the Presbyterian, USA, As- 
sembly in Seattle, was kept from 
making the trip. According to the 
report in The General Assembly Daily 
News (USA), circumstances so ar- 
ranged themselves that he could not 
go without flying. Says The News: 
Since he has a heart condition, he 
consulted three physicians about the 
question of flying. The first physician 
told Dr. Ogden it would be all right. 
The second said it would be risky. 
The third said, “If you love me, you 
will not take the trip.”” He didn’t. 
—Dr. Ogden did take the chance, 
however, in order to return from 
Southwestern at Memphis in time for 
the US Assembly’s discussion of the 
matter of reunion. It was said to be 
his first flight, and he was thrilled 
by it. 

* * + 

Full quotations from many of the 
Assembly debates are made possible 
in this issue by a wire recorder which 
the editors of this paper used in At- 
lanta. Many highlights of the As- 
sembly were recorded and important 
debates are in hand verbatim. 

* * *~ 

Many commissioners expressed 
amazement at finding copies of THE 
PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK §dis- 
tributed to them by 7:00 P. M. Tues- 
day night in Atlanta, giving the re- 
port on the Federal Council vote of 
the evening before. This was accom- 
plished through the cooperation of 
the telephone, good cooperation from 
printers, and a fast plane. The paper 
coming from the press by noon Tues- 
day, went by Air Express directly to 
Atlanta for this distribution. 
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cern of the previous speaker as to 
whether the elders have a correct under- 
standing of the FC issue. “I do think 
that we are aware what are the issues 
that are confronting us, and I do not 
think that we believe that complete ap- 
proval of everything is the issue, but 
whether we shall isolate ourselves. from 
our fellow-Christians in this critical 
hour which confronts us. We elders do 
not want the issue confused by drawing 
the red herring of Communism across 
the path. We laymen have not applied 
our faith as we should to the affairs of 
life, and when our Christian leaders do 
this, we ought to be grateful and en- 
courage them.” 

Raising a different issue, R. W. 
Cousar, of Chattanooga, who opposed 
the Council, declared, ‘“‘I believe that the 
Southern Presbyterian Church is big 
enough to allow differences of opinion.” 
He urged that provision be made to 
allow congregations to belong to the FC 
if they wished to and to remain out if 
they desired so that they could join 
such organizations as the National 
Association of Evangelicals. 


Stay in and Help 


Charter Wells, Norfolk, Va., layman, 
insisted that no good could be done by 
pulling out of the Council. Even if it is 
as bad as charged, then the best thing 
to do is to stay in and help. 
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H. B. Dendy, Weaverville, N. C., who 
had presented the minority report, de- 
clared that the FC issue has proven 
to be one of the most disturbing ques- 
tions ever to come before the church. 
He cited protests through the years. 
Though commending the church’s repre- 
sentatives on the Council ‘‘for the fine 
work they have done,” he insisted that 
the Council’s promises have not been 
kept. A study of the official reports of 
the Council, he went on, reveals that 
from the beginning they have had a 
political, economic, racial, social and in- 
ternational over-all plan from which 
they have never deviated. The FC has 
committed our church to these things. 
Protests have been politely received and 
consistently ignored. 


J. McDowell Richards, president of 
Columbia Seminary and, one of the 
church’s representatives on the Coun- 
cil’s executive committee, declared, ‘‘I 
believe in the importance of cooperation 
between Christians at all levels—in the 
community, state, nation and world. Re- 
ferring to Dr. McClure’s earlier remarks, 
he said it is unfair to hold the FC 
responsible for a worship service for 
which it has no responsibility. As for 
Dr. Cavert’s presence, Dr. Richards said 
he himself had been in many services 
where he would have hated to have been 
held responsible for what took place. 
Said he, the FC is on record as stand- 
ing for adequate military defense. That 
is not pacifism. See the men who have 
been or are its leaders: Dr. Speer, 
Bishop Tucker, Dr. Mackay, Dr. Bader, 
Dr. Bonnell. See the lay leaders: Chas. 
P. Taft, John Foster Dulles, Harper 
Sibley, Francis Sayre, Francis Harmon. 
As to the Council’s doctrine, the basis 
of cooperation in the Council is that on 
which we receive persons into the 
church: that anyone who accepts Jesus 
Christ as Lord and Savior may belong. 

. We cooperate because we recog- 
nize that there are wide differences. If 
there were no differences we would have 
union. The FC offers opportunity to 
cooperate with the vast majority. The 
Council cannot direct us or legislate for 
us or speak for us save as we give it per- 
mission. . . Where did we learn the 
method of visitation evangelism?  Pri- 
marily from the FC and its department 
of evangelism. . We need the wit- 
ness which the Council can give that 
the Christians of America do love one 
another and that they can serve and wit- 
ness together in spite of differences that 
are wide and important. 


Concluding Statement 


With four minutes’ time remaining, 
the Council opponents declined to use 
it. Dr. Brown, the chairman of the 
majority of the committee, then pre- 
sented the final statement, summarizing 
the claims of both sides. Then he said, 
‘Personally, I am not willing to with- 
draw myself from any organization and 
become an isolationist if there is any 
possibility of cooperating. We do not 
do it in civic and social life and I don’t 
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think we should do it in religious life 
when we bear the Cross of Christ and 
can reveal the influence of the power of 
that Cross wherever we go. I had rather 
be within exerting an influence that I 
think is for right and righteousness than 
to withdraw and put myself in a posi- 
tion of seeming to be self-righteous and 
unwilling to cooperate. I am naturally 
interested in evangelism. The FC de- 
partment has been an inspiration to me 
and has assisted us in this great cause 
in our church. We can work together 
with these other denominations, though 
we differ with many individuals . 

we can exert an influence over our 
brethren as we move toward some of 
the things which we believe and for 
which we have solemn and deep convic- 
tions.”’ 


The Moderator, Dr. Fulton, then de- 
clared: “I have been gratified as I 
have sat here and heard these discus- 
sions. There has been nothing here 
today that is a discredit to the church, 
nothing here in the temper and attitude 
of these men that I would have been 
ashamed for others to look in upon. I 
thank God for the spirit which has pre- 
vailed in these discussions.” At the re- 
quest of the Assembly Dr. Fulton then 
led in prayer as he prayed “that thou 
wilt take the decision to be made and 
use it for thy glory.’’ 


The Vote: 274-108 


The Moderator declared, when the 
voice vote was taken, that the ayes 
seemed to have it. Division being 
called, the count showed 274 favoring 
remaining in the Council, 108 opposed. 

Spectators who crowded the church 
for the afternoon and commissioners 
themselves were sure that this debate 
was one of the high marks in the 
church’s history. 


Monday Evening 


The popular meeting was in the in- 
terest of Religious Eduction, with J. R. 
McCain, standing committee chairman, 
presiding. The worship order and pro- 
gram following were in the hands of 
W. Taliferro Thompson, who is chair- 
W. Taliaferro Thompson, who is chair- 
man of the Executive Committee of Re- 
ligious Education. Feature of the eve- 
ning was a motion picture, produced by 
the committee, showing the responsibili- 
ties of the Children’s Division. On all 
sides, the picture was heartily com- 
mended. Four churches reported special 
activities for children. Stuart R. 
Oglesby, Central church, Atlanta, told of 
the baby clinic; L. W. Bottoms, of 
Snedecor Synod, told of the Berean toy 
center in New Orleans; H. C. Alexan- 
der, of the First church, Charlotte, N. C., 
reported on week-day activities there, 
and S. Wilkes Dendy, Dalton, Ga., pas- 
tor, told of the program of the juvenile 
court of which he is the judge. 

Following the program, the Assembly 
went into a business session, adopting 
the report of the standing committee on 
Religious Education. Recommendations 
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adopted answered in the negative the 
request to share Rally Day offerings 
with presbyteries since these offerings 
provide for vital field and benevolent 
services; Christian Endeavor, in reply to 
an inquiry, was called a valid optional 
form of organization, but the official 
program of the church, the Presbyterian 
Youth Fellowship, was encouraged. For 
this, the Assembly said, it does not en- 
courage the substitution of any other 
organization. The executive committee 
was assigned the task of thoroughly 
studying possibilities of week day edu- 
cation in the light of the recent Supreme 
Court decision. Rally Day objective will 
be $276,000, including Program of 
Progress items of last year and this 
year. The Assembly urged a continuing 
ministry on college campuses and at 
veterans’ hospitals. It urges that service 
flags in churches he taken down on 
July 4 and it points to the possibility 
of replacing them with plaques. 


Tuesday Morning 


The fraternal delegate, Mark B. Grier, 
of the Old Providence, Va., A. R. P. 
church, brought greetings from his de- 
nomination. He cited many ways in 
which the US church has been of help 
to the ARP church. The Moderator, in 
response, spoke of ARPs as “fa denomi- 
nation for whom we have a special 
love.’”’ 

Center of interest Tuesday morning 
and one of the high points of the As- 
sembly was the conclusion of the report 
of the Committee on Inter-Church Re- 
lations. The majority of the commit- 
tee, led by Frank C. Brown, chairman, 
asked that the plan of Presbyterian re- 
union be docketed for next year’s As- 
sembly, with various provisions for co- 
operation during the year. The minority 
report, presented by H. B. Dendy, asked 
this Assembly to take up the question 
for disposition at this time. When 
these two reports were presented, 
L. Nelson Bell, well-known opponent of 
reunion, offered as a _ substitute, a 
recommendation to put aside the plan 
for five years, while the committee ex- 
plores avenues of acquaintance and co- 
operation. Meanwhile, he said, the Pro- 
gram of Progress can be advanced. This 
procedure will be for the best interests 
of the church. 

John Ward, Montgomery, Ala., lay- 
man, expressed himself in opposition to 
union, He conceded that the proponents 
of union had sufficient votes in the As- 
sembly to pass such a plan but urged 
that the plan be postponed. 

In open discussion which followed, 
Dr. McCain rose to correct an impres- 
sion which had been suggested. Said he, 
“Mr. Moderator, it isn’t the whole mat- 
ter that’s to be put off for five years. 
It’s the matter of union, but not the 
matter of acquaintance and coopera- 
tion.’”’ Moderator: ‘‘No. You are cor- 
rect.” 

Albert Kissling, Jacksonville, Fla., a 
member of the Assembly’s permanent 
committee, spoke against the substitute. 
He said, ‘‘Many of us who believe in 
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church reunion begin not with a 
minority or a majority report, but with 
the 14th chapter of John, with the 
prayer of our Lord.’’ The substitute, he 
insisted, was unrealistic. If this plan 
of union were put to this Assembly, in 
the spirit of the vote of last evening, 
it would be approved and would be sent 
to the presbyteries. But your commit- 
tee is not opportunist. . . . We have 
heard the fine reports of the Program of 
Progress and of the executive agencies. 
It should cause us to pause to think 
if the discussion of union has been 
such a stumblingblock. 

Tom Glasgow, taking the floor, as- 
sailed Dr. Kissling for statements which 
he charged had been made by him in 
earlier years, and for his understanding 
of statements made in his preceding 
speech. Commissioners rose promptly 
to ask the Moderator to call a halt 
on indulgences in personalities. Mr. 
Glasgow yielded the floor. 


Dr. McCain Appeals 


Dr. McCain, president of Agnes Scott 
and a member of the Assembly’s Com- 
mittee on Cooperation and Union, made 
a significant appeal for the substitute. 
Said he: 


“We ought to have a full understand- 
ing and a full spirit of acquaintanceship 
before we go into something that we 
can’t get out of, because when we get 
union we are there. It takes three- 
fourths majority to get out. ... I’m in 
favor of union. . . . but I don’t believe 
in forcing it. I think the fastest way 
to work is to have a period in which 
we’d become acquainted. I’d like to see 
the women work with the women of the 
USA church; I’d like to see the educa- 
tional forces get together and work 
some; I’d like to see what we can do in 
the way of evangelism together and in 
the way of stewardship together. We 
could have very fruitful years—four or 
five of them—of acquaintance and co- 
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operation and not hurt the cause of 
union at all. We’d be making faster 
progress. ... We can afford to take some 
time and work together with our breth- 
ren along these avenues that we haven’t 
explored much yet and really do a bet- 
ter job toward the ultimate purpose that 
some of us have than by any other 
method.” 


Dr. Ogden, chairman of the Assem- 
bly’s permanent committee, reminded 
the commissioners that ‘‘A General As- 
sembly cannot say that a matter can 
be taken up in five years. We can only 
shelve it, expressing the hope that it 
will be taken up in five years.”” He ap- 
pealed for an opportunity to complete 
the plan. 

Col. C. R. Endsley said he was not an 
ardent advocate of union, though he 
thinks union will ultimately come—‘in 
my lifetime.’”’” He appealed for the Pro- 
gram of Progress. The substitute 
motion, he said, is ‘fa bandwagon big 
enough for everybody to get on.” 


Dr. Stitt, of Austin Seminary, and a 
former member of the permanent com- 
mittee, offered an amendment calling for 
completion of the plan by January 1 
next. Wm. C. Robinson, of Columbia 
Seminary, opposed the amendment and 
supported the substitute. ‘‘The band- 
wagon was driven,’’ he said, ‘“‘and the 
roll of the wheels sounded mighty nice.”’ 
He spoke against union until consider- 
able charges were made in the proposed 
plan. 


Dr. King’s Resolution 


During the recess period which then 
came, it was understood that representa- 
tives of different points of view con- 
ferred and reached a basis of agree- 
ment. Immediately following the re- 
cess, Charles L. King was given the floor 
to enable him to present an amended 
substitute which, by consent of the As- 
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sembly became the main motion. He G. T. Gillespie, Jackson, Miss., as one ceed to completion of the plan and 
said ‘‘the desire for unity has inspired of the minority, declared, “I heartily meanwhile to join earnestly with you in inj 
this move. Dr. Bell’s substitute would concur. . . . This, of course, is a gentle- cultivating acquaintance and promoting as 
leave the plan in a very incompleted man’s agreement that it is not the judg- fuller cooperation looking prayerfully As 
form. We are not willing to throw the ment of this Assembly that this matter to the day when we may be one.” (See in; 
plan away after all the work that’s been should come up at any Assembly for page 6.) wo 
done these years. He then proposed this action for a five-year period, and I Dr. Cunningham, the retiring Mod- tel 
resolution: believe that we ought to clearly realize erator, who is a representative of the as 
sii a te sii ile it tials that that is the import of its meaning. ys church on the World Council of of 
entire plan of reunion with the Presby- oo ramen Boag ti eae pies eanageln veg sectarian a 
terian Church, USA, be held in abeyance, coming meeting in Amsterdam in Au- ag 
and that during this time the committee the basis for the United Presbyterians,  gyst. ler 
— its oe . a the Dutch Reformed and other Presby- bly 
nues of acquaintance cooperation ‘ 
only, la that the pce shall cae aeaer ee — nage al Theological Seminaries we 
complete the plan by March 1, 1949, and, G. T. Gillespie, reporting for the com- 
have the same printed in sufficient num- yterian churches of America. This wide s Sy 
ber to supply any request.” period will not be spent in vain if it mittee on theological seminaries, sum- pai 
serves to bring a larger unity than we marized the gains made during the past va! 
Dr. Ogden rose to give this his sup- had dreamed.” year. Gifts during the year showed, Pe 
port, saying to the Moderator, “It gives Austin, $97,287; Columbia, $16,619; Co 
~~ song’ 2 scent to ne to you, sir, Unanimous Vote Louisville, $54,977; Union, $32,654. An it 
that to the brethren of the Assembly, . overture from Louisiana Presbyte : 
though I speak personally, yet I believe F. C. Brown and H. B. Dendy asked aching semtnesion to euaré the dt 
for the committee, that this is entirely the Assembly to give unanimous consent degree instead of the bachelor’s was re- the 
satisfactory and we believe that adopt- to this. When the motion was put it ferred to the seminaries for such action a 
ing this and pressing forward in it in Was adopted unanimously. Whereupon as they see fit to give = 
the letter and in the spirit, we shall ad- the Assembly rose and sang the Dox- Everett L atone Reenche, Ve wh 
vance the Kingdom of God, and that’s ©logy.. ‘ _ ’ ‘a 
what we desire to do.” W. T. Thompson offered a motion, re- pe ape beatae tein pBrersront 
Seen SERS: RENE Se See OO tion scheduled for Atlanta next year— ‘ 
USA Assembly in terms of appreciation Mev. 4-6, 1969, when 1t fe eupestel that bro 
Mit lI C | “of the confidence they have expressed pict 5 000 ry 20.006 men wi eltent urg 
ch in us.” 7 7 su 
I e 0 ege L. Nelson Bell came forward to say, ae eg pS son eae on nt 
A coeducational institution distinctive “During the past few years there has gic 7 = nea 
in Christian ideals. Presbyterian. the American Bible Society, urging full 
Founded 1856. Fully accredited aca- met at Montreat what has been called, support of this work. The Assembly byt 
demic work first two years of college. for want of a better name, the Continu- voted to change the observance of Uni- car 
Outstanding departments in music and ing Church Committee. I think I can ; offe 
business. Approved for veterans. Resi- speak for the members of that commit- versal Bible Society from the first to Jur 
dence for women and single men. Lib- tee when I say that during the next five the second Sunday in December when- no 
eral scholarships. Moderate rates. Fe ever there is no conflict with the estab- 0 
Write for catalog P. Applications are years, we will not meet. lished calendar of the church. I 
being taken for our fall semester which A telegram from the USA Assembly Th t Wentaend P. 
begins September 7, 1948. meeting in Seattle expressed “deep re- 2 eee oe Seer ee ee the 
dehn Montgomery, Pues. gret” at the deferring of action on the ented by Thos. P. Johnston, Kingsport, one 
Statesville, N. C. od Tenn. It called attention to the fact 
pion. Tt cald, “We stand vente to pre- “that Montreat needs greatly increased The 
revenue.” The Assembly authorized W. 
GR ANT DRUG CO Inc Montreat officials to conduct a two-year exe 
°9 . campaign for $780,000 for major im- Nel 
Let us fill your provements. It heard that demands 7 
PRESCRIPTIONS upon Montreat’s facilities are over- th 
taxed; that twice as many people ask qui 
Richmon6—Phone 8-1808 610 E. Broad Street Open All Night for accommodations as can be cared for. ent 
Dr. McGregor, in connection with the B0vV 
report, said, “If we had the new hotel shij 
available, every room in it would be re- Ori 
0 U 7 E NS C 0 L L E G 7 served now for most of the conferences oan 
of this summer.” Only the kitchen and com 
Charlotte 7, N. C. dining room will be available for use tive 
Queens graduates are in demand as this season. Other developments nearby whi 
teachers, nurses, laboratory techni- indicate the Montreat area as develop- an 
cians, and in church and commercial ing rapidly into an even greater confer- “on 
activities. ence center. 
Liber r or Women 
— rm; - — . > ncn HUNTER B. BLAKELY, President Tuesday Afternoon 
The Stewardship report was presented 
by W. A. L. Sibley of Union, 8. C. In 
1849 e AUSTIN COLLEGE . 1948 connection with it the Assembly gave 
a rising vote of appreciation to Dr. Pat- 
° . ton, the secretary, and to Dr. McCain, 
A Liberal Arts College, now completing its ninety- who, the committee said, “has been 
nineth year of Christian service. Early appli- connected with the stewardship work of 
cation is suggested for Fall enrollment. our church longer than any other man. 
For information—address the Registrar. . . . No mian has been more rsponsi- 
W. B. Guerrant, President ble for the Presbyterian Program of 
Progress.”” An extended tribute to the 
SHERMAN, TEXAS service of Col. Roy LeCraw also accom- 
panied this report. 
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Instead of providing for a joint offer- 
ing fer Home Missions and Negro Work 
as the standing committee asked, the 
Assembly provided for separate offer- 
ings, setting a $50,00 goal for Negro 
work. It referred the matter of limited 
tenure on executive committees as well 
as a requested re-study of the docket 
of the General Assembly to the ad in- 
terim committee studying Assembly 
agencies. It set a $4,000,000 benevo- 
lence budget for 1949-50. The Assem- 
bly increased the salaries of executive 
secretaries to $6,300 plus $1,200 allow- 
ance for rent. The overture from the 
Synod of Missouri, asking for a popular 
pamphlet summarizing the work of the 
various Assembly agencies was answered 
in the affirmative and the Stewardship 
Committee will be expected to prepare 
it. 

Renewed emphasis was placed upon 
the Program of Progress as all synods 
and presbyteries were urged to make as 
effective as possible the organization 
which has been erected. 


Negro Work 


S. Hugh Bradley, Decatur, Ga., 
brought in the report on Negro Work, 
urging all presbyteries and churches to 
support this task with the full percen- 
tage of benevolences (to be 5% in the 
next budget) and asking that all pres- 
byteries and synods have committees to 
earry forward this work. The special 
offering for Negro Work and Radio on 
June 13 was particularly commended 
to full support. 

Foreign Missions was presented by J. 
P. McCallie. Attention was called to 
the conferences to be held in 13 cities 
next fall on the foreign missions theme. 
The expiration of the term of service of 
W. L. Frierson after long years on the 
executive committee was noted and L. 
Nelson Bell was elected to replace him. 
The Assembly’s attention was called to 
“the increased effort and thought it re- 
quires to conduct our foreign mission 
enterprise, due to postwar conditions, 
governmental and military regulations, 
shipping difficulties, civil strife in the 
Orient and enormously increased ex- 
penses in the work on the field.” The 
committee pointed to a depleted execu- 
tive staff and the additional burdens 
which fall there as it encouraged the 
executive committee to made needed ad- 
ditions. The book by Frank W. Price, 
“China—Twilight or Dawn?” was com- 
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mended to the study of the churches 
during the year. 

A. R. Bird, Sr., Washington, D. C., 
spoke briefly on the work of the Lord’s 
Day Alliance. 
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The report on Home Missions was 
brought fcrward by E. B. McGukin, 
Knoxville, Tenn. Numbers of overtures 
seeking a 50-50 division of Program of 
Progress funds with the presbyteries 
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were answered in the negative “in view 
of the overall plans . . already pub- 
licized and now in operation.’’ Con- 
siderable debate accompanied the dis- 
cussion of the executive committee’s 
“conditional security deed.’”’ Dr. King 
of Houston protested the present ar- 
rangement, saying that lawyers affirmed 
that the form of the deed “puts a cloud 
on any title of a church.’”’ A presbytery, 
he said, even though it puts far more 
money into a building project, does not 
ask for such a deed. Dr. Pritchard, in 
reply, said the committee was merely 
doing what the Assembly had required 
it to do for the past 40 years. Every 
denomination in America, he said, has 
this provision or one more binding. 
Many lawyers say it puts no cloud over 
a title. It has no effect except when 
a church should seek to leave the de- 
nomination. 

A motion to refer this question to the 
permanent judicial committee was de- 
feated 107-99 and the recommendation 
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of the standing committee, leaving the 
present form in effect, was adopted. 


Tuesday Evening 


As the evening session came, com- 
missioners began to be sure that the 
usual time of adjournment of the As- 
sembly would not prevail this year (late 
Tuesday night). Some major reports 
had not yet been presented. Therefore, 
they settled down for a long, hard eve- 
ning. 


Christian Education and Ministerial 
Relief was reported by Marshall C. 
Dendy, Orlando, Fla. Recommendations 
asking negative answers to all overtures 
were adopted. Some requests sought in 
the overtures, it was found, are already 
being granted. The size of the execu- 
tive committee was increased to 15, to 
include those who have been formerly 
only on the board of directors of the 
Ministers’ Annuity Fund. Following 
presentation of the report, A. Walton 
Litz, Little Rock insurance executive, 
told the Assembly. he had been in the in- 
surance business for 25 years. He said 
the committee deserves credit for doing 
a good job in handling the annuity fund. 
It maintains a high type of diversified 
investments and its earnings are above 
the average. Its policies are entirely 
sound. 


B. K. Tenney, Brownwood, Texas, re- 
ported for Finance, Budget and Rules. 
A recommendation of the committee, 
looking toward a reduction of the size 
of the Assembly, was defeated 144-100 
(on a motion of reference). Efforts 
were made from the floor to increase the 
stated clerk’s salary to the level of the 
executive secretaries. As usual, Dr. 
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Scott, the clerk, protested this move. 
The Assembly did, however, raise his 
salary to $6,000 from $5,400. A Louis- 
ville overture asking for audits of all 
books of treasurers of local churches 
was answered in the negative, because, 
it was said, sessions of churches already 
have the power to require this. It did 
say: “The Assembly believes that for 
the protection of those who handle 
money, accounts should be properly ex- 
amined.”’ The per capita tax to care for 
the expenses of the Assembly through 
the year was set at 12c for 1949-50. 


W. Taliaferro Thompson, chairman of 
the standing committee on Evangelism, 
presented the report, approving recom- 
mendations made by the permanent 
committee, asking for a week of evan- 
gelism at Montreat and underscoring the 
constant urgency of this work. 

Robt. L. McLeod, St. Joseph, Mo., 
presented the report on Radio, saying, 
“We believe that the return on our 
financial investment [in radio] is un- 
surpassed in any other field of our 
church’s activity.””. Men of the church 
are now to be asked to take the radio 
work as a special project. John M. 
Alexander outlined the difficulties of 
adequately financing this work when re- 
ceipts were spread out over the year, 
while they are needed more greatly in 
specific seasons. The Assembly asked 
the Stewardship Committee to assist in 
making Mmecessary arrangements and 
urged full support of the June 13 spe- 
cial offering. A rising vote of thanks 
for his service in the development of the 
radio program was extended Dr. Alex- 
ander, 

At 11:15 P. M. the Assembly, with 
several hours work yet to be completed, 
adjourned to meet at 8:30 next morn- 
ing. 


Summary 


Other actions, summarized here, will 
be reported more fully next week: The 
Christian Relations report on Prot- 
estant--Roman Catholic relations was 
adopted and ordered printed and dis- 
tributed throughout the church; Con- 
gress was “respectfully petitioned’ to 
care for a fair share of displaced persons 
in this country; an ad interim commit- 
tee was appointed to study the advis- 
ability of amending the plan of the 
Ministers’ Annuity Fund so that retired 
ministers receiving benefits from the 
MAF may receive remuneration for serv- 
ing churches as temporary supplies; a 
proposed questionnaire for use in the 
visitation of churches was changed into 
an optional standard of excellence for 
use by the church itself instead of by 
committees of presbytery; war relief 
was changed to Overseas Relief; the re- 
port of the committee on Sabbath did 
not refer to a recommendation of the 
permanent committee which asked the 
Assembly to express its opposition to the 
world calendar. 

Adjournment did not come until 
12:55 P. M. on Wednesday. 
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BIBLE STUDY 
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The Hope for the Messiah 


By ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON 


id 


SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON FOR JUNE 20 


Ezekiel 34:23-28; Daniel 7:13-14; Zechariah 9:9-10; 12:10; 13:1 


“The hope of a Messiah! That hope,” 
says Frederick K, Stamm, “has sprung 
eternal in the hearts of the masses of 
people. That is why Germany looked to 
Hitler. That’s why Italy hailed Musso- 
lini. ...MThe world is waiting for a 
leadership that can lift the masses out 
of their bewilderment and confusion and 
set their feet at the place where they 
will find contentment and satisfaction 
under their own vine and fig tree.”’ 

We find that hope in the Old Testa- 
ment from the beginning to the end. 
Our lesson this week is concerned with 
the Messianic hope as it appeared in 
three of the post-exilic prophets. 


I. Ezekiel: The Good Shepherd 


Ezekiel, as we have seen, was the 
great prophet of the exile. In his earlier 
years he sought to prepare the people 
for the coming destruction of Jeru- 
salem; in his latter years he set their 
hopes on a new Jerusalem. 

In the present passage we have his 
promise of a Messianic king and a de- 
scription of the blessings that will ac- 
company his reign, 

The Messianic King. ‘I will set up 
one shepherd over them.” In the earlier 
part of this chapter Ezekiel has followed 
a familiar symbolism and described the 
civil and religious leaders of Israel as 
the shepherds of the people. But in- 
stead of caring for the flock they have 
fattened at their expense. As a result 
the sheep have been scattered among the 
nations, they have become a prey to the 
wild beasts, there is none to seek them 
out (He is referring here to, and offer- 
ing his explanation of, the exile). 
Therefore God himself will intervene. 
He will remove the false shepherds and 
deliver the sheep from their mouth. He 
himself will become their shepherd (vs. 
15). Now in vs. 23 he says, “I will set 
up one shepherd over them... even my 
servant David.’’ There is no contradic- 
tion. Ezekiel foresees that God will ex- 
ercise his authority through a _ vice- 
regent, an undershepherd who will rule 
in his spirit and in accordance with his 
will. Jesus had this chapter, this prom- 
ise in mind, in all probability, when he 
offered himself as the Good Shepherd 

Since the days of Rehoboam there had 
been two kingdoms in Israel and two 
shepherds or kings. Most of the time 
these rulers had been hostile one to the 
other and the interests of both nations 
had suffered. To the prophets his situa- 
tion was intolerable. The time would 
come when God’s people would be 
united. There would be no longer two 


rulers, two shepherds, but one. It was 
this thought perhaps which led Jesus to 
say, ‘‘And other sheep I have, which are 
not of this fold: them also I must 
bring, and they shall hear my voice; 
and they shall become one flock, one 
shepherd,” Jn. 10:16. One flock and 
one shepherd—the one implies the 
other. As Paul puts it: ‘“‘There is one 
body and one Spirit, even as also ye were 
called in one hope of your calling; one 
Lord, one faith, one baptism, one God 
and Father of all, who is over all, and 
through all, and in all.” (Eph. 4:4-6.) 

“One shepherd ... even my servant 
David.” The prophet certainly did not 
mean that David, the founder of the 
Hebrew monarchy, would reappear in 
person and usher in the new dispensa- 
tion. According to Eastern modes of 
thought he simply meant that he would 
be a representative of the house of 
David and that he would complete the 
work which his great ancestor had be- 
gun. The writer of the Gospel accord- 
ing to Matthew had this prophecy in 
mind, among many others, when he 
began his Gospel with ‘‘the book of the 
generation of Jesus Christ, the son of 
David, the son of Abraham.” 

“And he shall feed them.” The 
shepherds whom Israel had known had 
fed themselves at the expense of the 
flock, had fattened off of the flock; the 
good shepherd who was to come would 
think not of himself, but of the sheep. 
Perhaps Jesus had this verse in mind 
when he said, ‘‘the thief cometh not but 
that he may steal and kill and destroy; 
I came that they may have life and may 
have it abundantly” (Jn. 10:10). 

“And I Jehovah will be their God.” 
The tyranny of the false shepherds had 
driven the people from God and fostered 
in their minds doubts as to his right- 
eousness and love. Under the gracious 
sway of the good shepherd all of this 
will be changed. The people will learn 
to know that God is truly their God and 
to experience his blessings in their lives. 
The rule of the Good Shepherd is the 
rule of God, for God, and leading to 
God. 

This thought leads the prophet to 
speak more directly of the blessings of 
the Messiah’s reign, As he sees it the 
Good Shepherd will bring peace and 
prosperity. 

First, there will be peace—vs. 25. 
The fact that there will be a covenant 
of peace means that it will be an endur- 
ing peace, Wild beasts that threaten 
the flock, used here figuratively for as- 
sailants of any character, will be done 
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away with. God’s people will dwell 
securely even in the wilderness (i. e., 
the uncultivated land) and sleep in the 
woods (land covered with brush, the 
haunts of wild beasts). As Dr. Willett 
points out: ‘‘Even the strongest of the 
Hebrew kings never made life safe in 
out-of-the-way places. The new leader 
would do that.” 

In addition, there will be prosperity— 
vss. 26-28. Palestine depends upon the 
seasonal winter rains for its fertility. In 
vss. 26-31 Ezekiel predicts that ‘“‘the 
heavens shall pour forth fertilising 
‘showers of blessings’; and the land 
shall be clothed with a luxuriant vegeta- 
tion which shall be the admiration of 
the whole earth. Thus happily situated 
{srael shall shake off the reproach of the 
heathen, which they had formerly to 
endure because of the poverty of their 
land and their unfortunate history, In 
the plenitude of material prosperity they 
shall recognize that Jehovah their God 
is with them and they shall know what. 
it is to be his people and the flock of 
his pasture.” 

The promise of peace and prosperity. 
Some think this promise will be literally 
fulfilled for Israel; others that it is a 
promise held out for all the people of 
God when they are willing to accept the 
reign of Christ. As he taught, “Seek 
ye first the Kingdom of God and his 
righteousness and all these things shall 
be added unto you.” There are others 
however who think that we can look 
forward only to a spiritual fulfillment. 


II. Daniel: One Like Unto a Son of Man 


The Book of Daniel, as we have seen, 
was written late in Israel’s history, dur- 
ing the days of Antiochus Epiphanes, 
and was intended to inspire the Israel- 
ites to suffer any persecution and even 
death itself rather than deny their faith. 
The first six chapters present heroic 
stories from the past, based on the life 
of Daniel, the statesman; the remaining 
chapters present symbolic visions fore- 
telling the coming victory of the people 
of God over all their foes, 

In 7:1-12 the writer represents four 
mighty empires, Babylon, Media, Persia, 
and Macedonia (including Antiochus, 
the present king of Syria) as four 
beasts, ferocious and cruel, all of whom 
shall be overthrown in due time. 

Following the four beasts he saw com- 
ing ‘‘with the clouds of heaven one like 
unto a son of man.” This rendering of 
the Revised Version is truer to the 
original Hebrew than that the King 
James translation which reads, “one 
like the son of man.”” As Driver points 
out, ‘‘the expression of the original is 
indefinite and denotes simply, in poetical 
language, a figure in human form.” The 
fact that he comes with the clouds of 
heaven indicates that he comes in super- 
human majesty and state. The ancient 
of days, meaning one ‘advanced in 
years,’”’ or more simply, an old man, is 
an euphemistic term for God, suggest- 
ing his eternal existence. He shall give 
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to the human figure who comes with the 
clouds of heaven a kingdom which shall 
be universal and everlasting. 

Who is this figure “like unto a son of 
man?” In Daniel he stands quite plainly 
for the people of God, just as the four 
beasts stand for four pagan empires (see 
7:15-18, where this interpretation is 
clearly set forth). The great empires 
which had arisen prior to that time (and 
since) had been cruel, bestial in their 
essential character, and based on brute 
force, the kingdom which God would set 
up would be essentially humane and 
spiritual, based on service to God and 
man, 

But though “one like unto a son of 
man” meant the people of God for 
Daniel, he soon came to be a figure for 
the Messiah, and in Mt. 26:64 Jesus 
plainly applies it to himself. This uni- 
versal kingdom, this everlasting king- 
dom, so different from the kingdoms of 
this world, shall be established finally 
by our Lord, It is for the realization of 
this that we pray when we say, “Thy 
Kingdom come. Thy will be done on 
earth as it is in heaven.” 


Ill. Zechariah: The Prince of Peace 


When Zechariah wrote the prophecy 
recorded for us in the ninth chapter of 
his book, Jerusalem was threatened by 
its neighbors on every side. The 
prophet forsees the destruction of all 
these enemies, but that is not all, He 
calls upon the daughter of Jerusalem, 
that is the entire population, personified 
as a woman, to rejoice greatly, to shout 
exultantly (the word refers to religious 
praise, as in Psalm 100) as she receives 
her king. In vs. 9 the prophet describes 
the character of this king, so different 
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from the rulers which they had known. 
He is just, which means that he will be 
just to all men, he will prove himself a 
Savior; he shall be humble in spirit and 
of lowly estate; he will not ride upon a 
horse, which as the swiftest mode of 
locomotion then known, had! come to be 
a symbol of war, but upon an ass, the 
recognized symbol of peace; he shall 
come in other words not as a conquer- 
ing ‘‘hero,’’ but as the Prince of Peace. 

As a result of his beneficient reign all 
instruments and agencies of war shall be 
destroyed among the people of God, in- 
cluding war chariots, and cavalry, and 
artillery. This will be possible because 
the coming King will establish peace 
among the nations, all of whom will own 
his sway and heed his voice (cf. Micah 
4:1-4). 

But before this ideal can be realized 
there must be a change of heart among 
the people. One aspect of this change 
of heart is described in Zech. 12:10. ‘‘I 
will pour’’—i. e., give in abundant meas- 
ure—‘‘upon the house of David and 
upon the inhabitants of Jerusalem’’—a 
comprehensive expression, intended to 
include the entire people under the two 
categories of rulers and the ruled—“‘‘the 
spirit of grace and supplication.’’ Grace 
here seems to look backward to vs. 8 
where God has promised to give strength 
or power to those who are weak. Sup- 
plication looks forward to the act of re- 
pentance described in vs. 10-14. 


“And they shall look unto me whom 
they have pierced.’”’ Zechariah referred 
almost certainly to one of his own con- 
temporaries, some deliverer whom God 
had sent and whom the people had re- 
jected and slain, In rejecting him they 
had in fact rejected God himself; they 
would come to repent of their sin and 
to pray for forgiveness. 

“In that day there shall be a fountain 
epened to the house of David and to the 
inhabitants of Jerusalem, for sin and 
for uncleanness.”’ In this verse Zecha- 
riah makes it clear that sin pollutes 
and that no individual or group can ex- 
pect the blessing of God until the pol- 
lution has been removed. God himself 
will make provision for the removal of 
this pollution. Water was a common 
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symbol for cleansing from sin. But 


Zechariah foresees that God will open a 
fountain, a fountain that shall never 
fail, and that shall be always available. 
Its efficacy is conditioned only on man’s 
repentance. 


Zechariah’s vision was necessarily 
limited by the conditions of his times. 
There was to be a far greater fulfillment 
than he himself could foresee. The peo- 
ple who had rejected the prophets would 
finally reject God’s own Son. And the 
time would come when the Holy Spirit 
would fall with power upon the dis- 
ciples of Christ, and Peter would cry 
out, Repent and be baptized every one 
of you in the name of Jesus Christ for 
the forgiveness of your sins, and you 
shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 
For the promise is to you and to your 
children and to all that are afar off... 
Acts 2:38. 


Our Own Hopes 


There are four mistakes we can make. 


First, to have no hopes. 


“T live on hope and that [ think do all 
Who come into this world,” 


sang Robert Bridges. For an individual 
or a nation to have no hope means that 
it has really ceased to live. Not to 
dream of a coming Messiah and the 
better world which he shall usher in is 
to cut ourselves off from one of the 
greatest hopes which has sustained man- 
kind. 

Second, to misplace our hopes. The 
hope of a Messiah has sprung eternal in 
the hearts of the masses of people. 
“That is why Germany looked to Hitler 

. . That’s why Italy hailed Mussolini. 

. Too bad, isn’t it,’’ continues Dr. 
Stamm,” that so many so-called leaders 
play upon this hope for their own selfish 
ends, ... The only reason I can assign 
for the colossal failure of our leaders 
is that they build their philosophy on 
a false premise. It is based largely on 
a soulless materialism, economic de- 
terminism and ruthless class hatred.’ 
(The Twentieth Century Quarterly.) 

Third, not to recognize the Messiah 
when he comes. That was to become the 
great tragedy of the Jews. And it re- 
mains the tragedy of mankind. Men 
will not find the peace and prosperity 
for which they long until they learn that 
the hope of such a world lies in Jesus 
and his way of life. ‘‘We cannot serve 
him and the evils of the world at the 
same time. It is either Jesus or chaos!” 

Fourth, to recognize the Messiah and 
not follow in his way. And that is the 
mistake of so many in the church, the 
mistake in greater or less degree of us 
all. ‘“‘Not every one who says to me, 
‘Lord, Lord,’ shall enter the kingdom 
of heaven,” said Jesus, “but he who 
does the will of my Father who is in 
heaven.” (Mt. 7:21.) And the way 
into the kingdom he has just made clear 
to us in that great teaching which we 
call the Sermon on the Mount. 








JU? 


‘ 4 
whe 


Tho 
and 
Tim 


ier 

ciol 
ing 

who 
depe 
Whe 
to t 
toric 
who 
deve 
sitio 


non. 
men 
“cor 
last 
oppt 
of t 
of t 
ativi 
hors 
habi 
past 
belit 
beca 
that 
sary 
char 
one 
and 
ever 
are 

der 

ter 

sens 
of | 
mos 
non. 


frie: 
thre 
ing 

they 
the 

viev 
eacl 
ridi 
won 
the 

tem 
boy 


the 
vati 
as ' 


SS Ee OSS TE Uh P 





JUNE 14, 1948 


THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK 





“IT’S EASIER TO BE AGAINST” 


A Plea to the Non-Conservative 
By KENNETH J. FOREMAN 





‘_questionings and disputes of words, 
whereof cometh envy, strife, railings, 
evil surmisings, wranglings of men... . 
Thou, O man of God, flee these things; 
and follow after righteousness.’’—I 
Timothy 6:4, 11. 


R. THOMAS GRAFTON was 
quoted in this paper some time 
ago as remarking that it is ‘‘eas- 

ier to be against.” Speaking as a so- 
ciologist and psychologist, he was point- 
ing out that it is easier to attack those 
who dffier from you than to stand in- 
dependently for your own convictions. 
When he drew his moral he applied it 
to the type of conservatives who no- 
toriously specialize in attacks on those 
who differ from them rather than in 
developing constructively their own po- 
sition. 


Let us apply the same moral to the 
non-conservative. Referring for a mo- 
ment to the analysis of the meaning of 
“conservative” which appeared here 
last week, what is meant here is the 
opposite of the first or third meanings 
of the term. That is, for the purpose 
of these present remarks, “non-conserv- 
ative’? means either (a) one who ab- 
hors getting stuck in the mud of mere 
habit, bogging down in the mess the 
past has made for us, one who does not 
believe in sticking to anything merely 
because of its age; or (b) one who finds 
that the proposition, “‘If it is not neces- 
sary to change, it is necessary not to 
change,” does not make good sense; 
one who will, on the other hand, work 
and pray for desirable changes wher- 
ever possible without waiting until they 
are necessary. All sensible people un- 
der 60, and plenty of sensible people af- 
ter that age, are non-conservative in 
sense (a); and considerable numbers 
of sensible people, including perhaps 
most steady readers of this paper, are 
non-conservative in sense (b). 


conservative and non-conserva- 

tive may be personally very 
friendly, especially when they are 
thrown together socially, or are work- 
ing together for something in which 
they both believe. Each in fact finds 
the other quite human. But as they 
view each other’s ideas or “mind-set,” 
each finds the other’s notions somewhat 
ridiculous and even dangerous. No 
wonder the conservative likes to thrash 
the non-conservative in effigy. The 
temptation to belabor some whipping- 
boy is almost irresistible. 

But the non-conservative has exactly 
the same temptation. To hold conser- 
vatives up to ridicule, to denounce them 
as enemies of progress (and hence of 


N OW IT OFTEN HAPPENS that 


human welfare); to use them as the 
Pharisee used the publican, a foil for 
one’s own pride; to tag them with bad 
names, and to suppose that the plaster- 
ing of epithets is a substitute for ar- 
gument: this is easy enough, but it 
won’t do. 

It will not convince any conserva- 
tive, and it will not convince the neu- 
tral who has not yet made up his mind. 
It merely gives the non-conservative a 
glow of mean pleasure and a false sense 
of superiority. For in merely being 
against, you pick up your opponent’s 
method, doing the very same thing you 
find absurd when he does it. If the 
non-conservative view about anything, 
religious or secular, theoretical or prac- 
tical, is to win its way, it should do so 
on its merits, not on name-calling or 
the use of emotive language. This is 
not to say that argument is never in 
place. There are times when circum- 
stances, or the conservative tactics, will 
make it necessary to draw a clear and 
specific contrast between two opposing 
proposals or ideas. But in general, and 
as a rule, let the non-conservative stick 
to the constructive and not the destruc- 
tive. If you stand across the road from 
a hovel and make loud rude remarks 
about it, all you will get will be mud 
thrown by the people who live there. 
But if you build a better house and 
make it attractive enough, the people 
may move out of their hovel and into 
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South.” 

STUDENT WORKER 
WANTED: DIRECTOR FOR PRESBY- 


TERIAN STUDENT WORK AT DUKE 
UNIVERSITY. Excellent opportunity for 
qualified person to do graduate work in a 
distinguished university and at same time 
direct the organized activities of the Duke 
University Westminster Fellowship (Pres- 
byterian Student Group) on a part-time 
basis. Interested persons are asked to 
write at once to REV. KELSEY REGEN, 
D. D., 305 E. MAIN STREET, DURHAM, 
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F. When writing please give background 
of training and experience, and names 
and addresses of three references. 


the new place and eventually be grate- 
ful to- you. 


ROM HISTORY we take one bad 
and two good examples. The 
American war of the ’sixties was 

a violent settling of a long-debated 
question. A worse way of settling it 
could not have been invented. One 
reason why there was tried no more ra- 
tional and Christian way of settling the 
problem, was that the non-conservatives 
called too many names, found it too 
“easy to be against.” (True, so did the 
conservatives, but we are talking about 
non-conservatives.) In the South, be- 
fore 1830, there was a_ considerable 
movement toward freeing the slaves, 
but when the non-conservatives began 
calling all slaveholders, regardless, the 
worst names in the book, that not only 
froze the conservatives hard as a rock, 
but it drove a lot of neutrals into the 
conservative camp. And it made a ra- 
tional solution impossible. 


On the good side, consider the Con- 
fession of Faith. That was issued in 
a fighting age, and in many ways it is a 
polemic document. But there is re- 
markably little invective in it. The 
Westminster divines were the non-con- 
servatives of their time, so much so 
that all good conservatives called them 
radical. What they might have done 
was to draw up a bill of particulars 
showing up the wrongness of the old 
conservative church. What they did, 
rather, was to erect a grandly positive 
creed, a standard “to which the wise 
and honest might repair.” It was be- 
cause they had wisdom enough not to 
be against, that their achievement was 
so admirabie. 


HE BEST EXAMPLE of all, as 
usual, is Jesus. He was the non- 
conservative; the Pharisees, the 
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conservative, in those days. True, he 
told the Pharisee off, he called them by 
some bad and bitter names. (Inciden- 
tally, their bad qualities were not all a 
result of their conservatism.) But that 
was only when his death sentence had 
already been prepared and no further 
good could be done. Before they closed 
his lips altogether it was necessary to 
show them up for what they were. But 
though he had excellent opportunity to 
do so, Jesus did not fill his teachings 
with invective. You never have any 
doubt on which side Jesus stands; but 
what he stands for is always expressed 
in positive terms. Even in the Sermon 
on the Mount, where he draws the dis- 
tinctions between his ideals and those 
of his opponents, he develops the truth 
by affirmation and not by attack. Jesus 
knew it was “easier to be against’; but 
in this as in all things, he did not 
choose the easier way. 


MINISTERIAL 
MENTION 


CHANGES 

G. W. Crofoot from Austin, Texas, to 
3757 Shell Road, Corpus Christi, Texas. 

John A. Womeldorf from Princeton, 
W. Va., to Apt. 1, N., 3205 Brook Rd, 
Richmond 22, Va., for the summer. 

Philip M. Cory from Piedmont, W. 
Va., to Fountain, N. C., the pastorate 
of the Fountain, Faulkland and Boyd 
Memorial churches. 

R. E. Craig from Gastonia, N. C., to 
the J. J. White Memorial church, Mc- 
Comb, Miss. 

Paul P. Thrower from Charlotte, N. 
C., to Hazlewood, N. C. 

Teunis E. Gouwens, Second church, 
Louisville, has presented his resignation 
to his congregation with the expectation 
that it will take effect some time during 
the summer. Dr. Gouwens expects to 
retire from the active pastorate. 








ROTARY GOVERNOR 
W. R. Smith, Jr., Chatham,’ Va., has 
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Navy chaplain who has been taking y 
post--graduate work at Union Seminary, BY 
has accepted a call to the Bethel church, 5 
RFD, Staunton, Va., effective Septem- ~ 
ber 1. 
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been elected governor of the 186th dis- 
trict of Rotary International. 


CORRECTION FROM LAST WEEK 
Robert Murphy Williams, Jr., former 
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